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ALBERT

unique in the annals
of the great war, Itis a
stary crowded with fighting
and adventure — big with
d Megnan courage and endur-
3 ance. It is the first war nar-
sative that telis the true
| story of conditions in the
| German prison camps, It
& = a story that every Ameri
sh;uld and will read to
en

CHAPTER 1.
—'—
in the American Navy.

My Tather was a seaman, so, nat-
“raily, all my Ufe I heard a great deal
wivme whips und the sea. Even when
T wam a little boy, In Walston, Pa, 1
ftought shout them a whole lot and
anméesl to he a sallor—especially a
miler I the U. 8. pavy.

You might say [ was brought up on
ciber wmter,

"When I was twelve years old I went
h> sma as cabln boy on the whaler
TSevrifus, oot of Boston, She was an
i smuare-rigged saillng ship, bullt
amrewe for work than for speed. We
were out four months on my frst
=we, and got koocked around a lot,
swmaciafly in a storm on the Newfound-
isee® Panks, where we lost our instru-
s, and bad a bard time navigat-
‘g She ghip. Whallog crews work on
rienmws and during the two years I was
»n» e Therlfus my shares amounted
=» fsgrteen hundred dollars,

Then [ shipped es first-clags helms-
wawm #a the British tramp Southern-
dawm, a twin-screw steamer out of
Likeerpenl. Many people are surprised
#het = fourteen-year-old boy should be
Belimsman on an ocean-going craft,
et ofl ever the world you willl see
reung lads dolng thelr trick at the
wfee?. [ was on the Southerndown
Owy years and in that time visited
ssagt of the Important ports of Eu-
owgee. There I3 nothing llke a tramp
afemamer if you want to see the world.
e, Seutherndown 18 the vessel that,
S dhe foll of 1017, sighted a German
“-agik rigged up like a salling ship,
Sleugh 1 llked visiting the forelgn
sawts, I got tired of the Southerndown
*r & while and at the end of a voy-
= which Ianded me in New York I
Smeided] to get Into the United States
moewy.  After laylog around for a week
ar twe I enlisted and was assigned to
dnly =3 a second-clags fireman,
vaple have sald they thought 1 was
@geatly =mall to be a fireman; they
Meaxe the {dea that firemen must be big
. Well, I am § feet T3 inches In
L irighe, ‘and when I was sixteen I was
fase as tall as I am now and welghed
IS8 peunds. I was a whole lot husk-
bee then, too, for that was before my
Imzrmduction to kultur in German pris-
«t5s epenpy, and life there Is not exactly
Mgtening—not exactly. I do not know
"Wy 1L 18, but If you will notlce the
may firemen—the lads with the red
stx¥pes around their left shoulders—
awy will find thut almost all of them
are smnall men. But they are a husky
e
Jnw, 1n the navy, they always haze
= mewoomer untll he shows that he
<am takr care of himself, and I got
milme very soon after I went into Un-
*ie Sawm's service, I was washing my
~fafhan 1o & bucket on the forecastls
dieck, and every garby (eallor) who
“smme along would give me or the
- Bmmfbet a kick, and spill one or the
' Wmiih of us. Hach time T would mova
8» mseme other place, but I always
smmwed to be In somebody's way, Fi-
mallly 1 anw a marine coming. I was
membere near him, but he hauled out
aff Mis course to como up to me and
@@= the bucket a boot that sent it
Tmenity foet away, at the same time
twwiling me a clout on the ear that
Hout dhoug koocked me down. Now,
il mot exactly know what a marine
v, and this fellow had so many
séribes on his sleeves tnat I thonght
b munt be some sort of officer, so I
+ Jmt wtood by. There was a gold stripe
I Yommmrnissioned officer) on the bridge
‘wnll I knew that If anything was
veramy ke would cot In, so I kept look-
fmg up nt him, but he stayed where he
was, ‘fooking ou, and pever saying a
weaml, And all tho time the marine
Wwgt slamming me about and telling
= S get the hell out of there,

Wioally I sald to myself, *TU
*Rls guy It It's tho brig for & 'ln_anS

- 8w 1 planted him one in the kidneys
sud anothior In the mouth, and he went
«lum up against the wall. But he

«mme Lack at me sirong, and we were
..ok & for some time. i

By

N. DEPEW

good men and great fighters, aboard
and ashore, but we garbies never have
a word for them, nor they for us, On
shore leave sbroad we pal up with
foreign garbles, even, but hardly ever
with a marine. Of course they are
with us strong in case we have a scrap
with a liberty party off some foreign
ship—they cannot keep out of a fight
any more than we can—but after it
Is over they are on thelr way at once
and we on ours.

There are lots of things like that
in the navy that you cannot figure out
the reason for, and I think it Is be
canse sallors change thelr ways so
little, They do a great many things
in the navy because the navy always
has done them.

I kept strictly on the job as a fire-
man, but I wanted to get into the gun
turrets. It was slow work for a long
time, I had to serve as second-class
fireman for four mouths, first-class
for eight months and in the engine
room as water-tender for a year.
Then, after serving on the U, B. 8.
Des Molnes as a gundoader, I was
transferred to the Iowa and flnally
worked up to a gun-pointer. After a
time I got my C. P. O. rating—chlef
petty officer, first-class gunner,

The various navies differ In many
ways, but most of the differences
would not be noticed by any one but
a sallor, Every sallor has a great deal
of respect for the Swedes and Nor-
wegions and Danes; they are born
sallors and are very daring, but, of
course, thelr navies are small, The
Germans were always known as clean

Gunner Depew.

anflors; that Is, as In our navy and
the British, thelr vessels were ship-
shape all the time, and were run as
sweet as a clock,

There Is no use comparing the vari-
ous navies as to which is best; some
are better at one thing and gome at
another, The British navy, of course,
is the largest, and nobody will deny
that at most things they are topnotch
—lenst of all themselves: they admit
it. But there Is one place where the
navy of the Unlted States has it all
over every other navy on the seven
seas, and that is gunnery. The Amer.
fcan pavy has the best gunners in
the world. And do not let anybody
tell you different.

CHAPTER i1,

The War Breaks.

After serving four years and three
months In the U. B. pavy, I recelved
an honorable dlscharge on April 14,
1914, 1 held the rank of chlef petty
officer, Orst-class guoner. It {s mot
uncoinmon for gurbies to lle around a
while between enlistments—they llke
a vacatlon as much as anyone—and It
was my Intention to loaf for a few
montha before jolnlng the navy again.
After the war started, of course, 1
had heard more or less about the Ger
man atrocities in Belglum, and while
I was greatly Interested, I was doubt-
ful at first as to the truth of the
ports, for I knew how news
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Captain Gun Turret, French

sneered at and Insuited time and
again before she finally managed to
get over the horder. She died about
two months after she reached St. Na-
zaire,

Moreover, I heard the fate of my
older brother, who had made his home
in France with my grandmother. He'
had gone to the front at the outbreak
of the war with the Infantry from 8t
Nazaire and had been killed two or
three weeks afterwards. This made
it a sort of personal matter,

But what put the finishing touches
to me were the storles a wounded
Canadian leugenant told me some
months later in New York. He had
been there and be knew. You couid
not help belleving him; you can al-
ways tell it when a man has been
there and koows, !

There was not much racket around
New York, so I made up my mind all
of a sudden to go over and get some
for myself. Belleve me, I got enough
racket before I was through. Most
of the really important things I have
done have happened like that: I did
them on the jump, you might eay.
Many other Americans wanted a look,
too; there were five thousand Amer-
fcans In the Canadian army at one
time they say.

I would not clalm that I went over
there to save democracy, or anything
like that, I never did like Germans,
and I never met a Frenchman who was
not kind to me, and what I heard
about the way the Huns treated the
Belgians made me sick. I nsed to get
out of bed to go to an all-night pleture
show, I thought about it so much.
But there was not much excitement
about New York, and 1 figured the
U. 8. would not get into it for a while,
anyway, so 1 just wanted to go over
and see what it was like, That is
why lots of us went, I think.

There were five of us who went to
Boston to ship for the other side:
Sam Murray, Ed Brown, Tim Flynn,
Mitchell and myself, Murray was an ex-
garby—two hitches (enlistments), gun-
polnter rating, and about thirty-five
years old. Brown was a Pennsylvania
man about twenty-six years old, who
had gerved two enllstments in the U.
8. army and had quit with the rank
of sergeant. Flynn and Mitchell were
both ex-navy men. Mitchell was a
noted boxer. Of the five of us, I am
the only one who went im, got
through and came out. Flynn and
Mitchell did not go In; Murray and
Brown never came back.

The five of us shipped on the steam-
ship Virginlan of the American-Ha-
wallan line, under American flag and
registry, but chartered by the French
government. I signed on as water-
tender—an engine room job—but the
others were on deck—that Is, seamen.

We left Boston for St. Nazalre with
a cargo of ammunition, bully beef,
ete, and made the first trip without
anything of interest happening,

As we were tylng to the dock at St.
Nazaire, I saw a German prisoner sit-
ting on a plle of lumber., I thought
probably he would be hungry, so I
went down into the ollers' mess and
got two slices of bread with a thick
plece of beefsteak between them and
handed it to Fritz. He would not take
it. At first I thought he was afrald
to, but by using several languages and
signs he monaged to make me under
stand that he was not hungry—had
too much to eat, In fact.

I used to think of this fellow occa-
sionally when I was In a German pris-
on camp, and a plece of moldy bread
the size of a safety-match box was
the generous portion of food they
forced on me, with true German hos-
pitality, once every forty-cight hours.
I would not exactly have refused a
beefsteak sandwich, I am afrald. But
then I was not a heaven-born German.
I was only a common American garby.
He was full of kultur and grub; I
was not full of anything.

There was a large prison camp st
Bt. Nazaire, and at one time of ap~
other I saw all of it. Before the war

changed In passing from mouth to
mouth, and I never was much of a
hand to believe things until I saw
them, anyway. Another thing that
caused me to be Interested In the war
was the fact that my mother was born
In Alsace. Her malden pame, Dier
vieux, is well known in Alsace. I had
often visited my .grandmotber Tn St
Nasalre, France, and knew the eoun-
try. Bo with France at war, it was
not strange that I should be oven
more (ntcrested than many othet
gathies, i .

Mlhh;.:l':-:ladu:‘mm
exhibition of kultur, because Frits Is
known as a cloan sallor, and § figured
that no rea) ssllor would ever gt

Battieship Cassard
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more
th meat and vegetables.

of the officers’ barracks there was
a cook who had been chef in the larg-
est hotel In Parls before the war.

All the prisoners were well clothed,
Once a week, socks, underwear, soap,
towels and blankets were Issued to
them, and every week the barracks

8pagass
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were given the best of medical atten-
tion.

Besides all this, they ‘were allowed
to work at their trades, If they had
any. All the carpenters, cobblers,
tallors and painters were kept busy,
and some of them picked up more
change there than they ever did In
Germany, they told me. The musl-
cians formed bauds and played almost
every night at restaurants and thea-
ters in the town. Those who had no
trade were allowed to work on the
roads, parks, docks and ot residences
about the town.

Talk about dear old jall! Youn could
not have driven the average prisoner
away from there with a 144nch gun.
I used to think about them in Bran-
denburg, when our boys were rushing
the sentries in the hope of belng bay.
onetted out of thelr misery.

While our cargo was being unloaded
1 spent most of my time with my
grandmother, I had heard still more
about the cruelty of the Huns, and
made up my mind to get Into the ser-
vice. Murray and Brown had aiready
enlisted In the Forelgn Legion, Brown
being assigned to the Infantry and
Murray to the French man-of-war Cas-
sard. But when I spoke of my Inten-
tion, my grandmother crled so much
that I promised her 1 would not enlist
~that time, anyway—and made the
return voyage in the Virginlan. We
were no sooner loaded in Boston than
back to 8t, Nazaire we went.

Qunner Depew, on board the
French dreadnaught Cassard,
gives the Polius m sample of the
marksmanship for which the

American gunners are famous
Then he leaves his ship and goes

(TO BE CONTINUED.)

Something to “Greet” About.

Persons casting about for something
to worry about may take plessure in
recalling from “The Little Minister™
the manoer in which self-styled simple
folk in Scotland regard the northern
lights—"the devil's rainbow,” Waster
Lunny called It. “I saw It sax times
in July month,”" he said, “and it made
me shut my een, You was out admirs
ing it, dominle, but I can never forget
that It was seen In the year '12 just
afore the great storm. [ was only a
laddie then, but [ mind how that awful
wind stripped a' the standing cormn Im
the glen In less time than we've beem
here at the water's edge. It was called
the deil's bosom. H‘{ father's hinmost
words to me was, ‘It's time eneuch to
greet, lnddle, when you sgee the nu-
rora borealis'” Waster Lunny was
“greeting” o'er the drought then, but
twelve hours later the Quharity was
out of i{ts banks, washing out the corn
and with a year's store of wool on its
crest was dashing out to sea.

Moon by “Earthlight®

When the crescent of the new moon
appears In the west the phenomenon
called “the old moon In the young
one's arms” Is often observed. Part-
Iy embraced by the horns of the cres
cent Is seen the whole round orb of
the moon, The cause of this appear~
ance Is that the “earthlight” upon that
part of the moon not reached by the
sunshine is suficlently brilllant to ren-
der it falntly visible to our eyes.

Harnesses Sun’s Rays.

An experimenter in the Royal Col-
lege of Belence In Toronto claims that
be has found a way to harness the
sun's hest to .industrial tasks of al-
most any nature. For instance, by his
experiments with mirror combloations
he has focused reflacted rays so as to
melt & bar of lead #* a temporature
below freeaing to u depth of one and
a half loches ln 48 soconds.
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and equipment were fumigated. They @ |

(Bpecial Information Bervice. United Btates Department of Agriculture ;

WILD RABBITS FOR MEAT AND FUR.

WILD RABBIT IS
VALUABLE ASSET

Each Year Fully 200,000,000 of
Little Animals Are Killed in
United States.

Value of Pelits WIll Be Further In.
creased This Year on Account of
Embargo Placed on Importa-

. tion of All Skins,

The game commisslon of Pennsyl-
ranin estimated that in 1917, during
the open season of 45 days, fully 3,500,-
000 rabblts were killed and utillzed for
food in that state. Making due allow-
ance for overestimates Iin only one

into the trenches. Den't miss
the next instaliment. ‘ 1

state, It 18 safe to suy that each year
fully 200,000,000 wild rabbits are killed
in the United States, Muny of them
i are jack rabbits, the majority of which
have been utilized in the past., If
| all the rubbils killed were consumed,
| they would represent between 200,000
| und 800,000 tons of valuable food, ac-
| cording to specinllsts of the United
States department of agriculture.

The skins of these wild rabbits are
a valuable assct, as they can be used
for hatters' fur and glue. The wdr
hns caused a grent shortage of hatters’
fur from other countries. Last winter
the price of native rabbit skins rose
steadlly from 20 or 25 cents to 70 and
even 90 cents a pound at the close of
the scason, It tokes 6 to 8 dry skins
of the cottontall rabbit to make a
pound. This makes the present value
of the pelt of the smaller rabhit 10 to
12 cents and that of the juck rabbit
18 to 20 cents. These values will be
further Increased becnuse of the ¢m-
bargo that has been placed on the Im-
portation of furs.

Save the Skins,

If proper measures are taken to In-
sure the collection of skins the short-
ng ters' fur can be largely met
by t ‘lld sapply. If all households
that use rabbits for food and every
mnrketman who dresses rabbits enn he
fnduced to save and dry the skins the
present home production of hatters’
fur can be more than doubled next sen-
#on, The prices pay well for the slight
labor needed to prepare them for mar-
ket. Men can make excellent wages
skinning the jJack ranbbits that are
destroyed as pests In our Western
states, and that have hitherto bheen
wasted. At only 10 cents each the
sking of the 200,000,000 rabbits killed
in the United States have a value of
$20,000,000,

The organized drive, in which every
rabbhit caught may be utilized s food,
Is belng encournged wherever prace
tieable ns a means of conserving ment
and protecting crops from their depre-
dations,

While the fur of our wild robbits
does not make the finest hats, and the
manufacturers of these age dependent
on nutrin, muskrat, and ver ollp-
pings, the use of these finer hats will
probably decline and they will be re.
placed by those mnde of rabbit fur.
There fa a strong demnnd for all the
rabbit skins that can be collected In
Amerlca,

Kansas Firm's Centeibution,

Tast winter n firm In Kansas
dressed and shipped 157,000 jack rab-
bits, or 278 tons of ment. The skins
were all saved and marketed, making
an important Item in the profita. A
Inrge extemslon of the business s
planned for the coming season, and It
is expected that many simlisr enter
prines will be developed' In varions
parts of the West. These activities
'will insure 2 much Inrgermving of
Jack rabbit skins than io the past.

The Organized Rabbit Drive Protects Crops and Conserves Mca:

L LI LT
CAN THE BUNNY

Bunny clubs have been storted
umong women In Okluhorn to

can the rabbits caught in the
organized drives In sectivie of
the state where grent (innze
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Is done by the pests. One rlub |

In Buffalo puts up Buffalo hunny 2

sausage which carries on the |

outside of the cuns the follow: j

ing: i

Can the Lunny L

Save the money s

Help to win the war A

With tread and meat

And lots to eat

The end will not be far,

Sllce him up

8plee him up

Grind him very fins
Fry him trown
Pack him down
Good for any Uma, 1
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Tile Trap for Rabbits,

Sot a 12 by GInch “tee" —ower tle
with the long end downward, o bury
It so that the sixdnch openins ut the
slde Is below the surface of the ground,
Connect two lengths of six-nch sewer
pipe horizontally with the sile open-

ing. Second-grade or even broken tile

will do, Cover the jolnts with soil 8o
a8 to exclude light. Provide a tight
removnble cover, such as an old har
row disk, for the fop of the lirge Hie.
The projecting end of the siil tle
I8 then surrounded with rocks. trosh
or wood, S0 ns to make the hole look
Invitlng to rabhits and encoursze thew
to frequent the den. T bits, of
courge, are free to go in ur out of
these dens, which should be constructed
In promising spots on the farn and (o
the orchard. A tralned dog wi'l locate
inhabited dens, The outlel i< closed
with n disk of wood on a stuke, or the
flog guards the opening, The cover It
lifted and the rabbits cuptured by
hnnd, ?

These trups are especinlly suitable
for open lands and prairics. where ra
bits ennnot find naturn! hiding places,
They are permunent and cost nothing
for repairs from year to yoeur, I
I8 desired to polson rabbits, the balts
may be placed Inside these traps, ool
of the wny of domestle unimols of
birds, This trap also furnishes an ex:
cellent meuns of obtaining rubbits for
the table, or even for market. "

——

Fall Feeding for Sheep.
Stubble and stalk flelds may well

form the princlpal means of suste
nance for the breeding flock in the fall
If they are used before the roins o
Jure their feeding value, Fouce strips
In plowed fields may also give goo
grazing for a few days. Clover and
grass pastures may well be left until
the stubble and stalk fields have been
used. For reglons where the winters
are open, o heavy stand of well-cured
bluegrnss will help very much In
carrylog the flock through the wipter
In good condition. Grecn rys pastured
In the late fall give considerable soe
culence and furnlsh exercise for the
flock, In the South velvet beans will
be found of great help In carrylng the
flock Into Janunry.

Plenty of Muskrats.

A sufficlent number of muskrats 0
meet demands for thelr fur are
from marshes and swampe that 8t
for the most part, unprotected, mil
lions of ‘mkins being tnken ench yeaf
8o long as the nntural breeding places
remnin  undisturbed and rea §
closed sensons are malntained there I |
little likelthood of the numbers of
animals belng depleted, nccording ¥ °
blologists of the United States depaf |
ment of agricnlture, With adequat®
protection In the breeding season and
with the present habitat avallable.
from 10,000,000 to 12,000,000 pelts cap
be taken in North Ameries nnousily
without depletion of the supply.

It s & good plan to wean the lanidé |
grudunlly; this will ellminnte havink
to milk the ewes wnd the lamba will &

mich hetter, .



